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Letter No. 16 March 2008

Gail'y Tales fromv Thaillaond,

‘ ..a time to mourn and a time to dance ...’

Ecclesiastes 3:4 (NIV)

Dear friends,

A time to mourn...
As I write, Thailand is drawing towards the end of an official, national 100 day

mourning period, in honour of the late Princess HRH Galyani Vadhana, who
passed away on January 2 at age 84. Princess Galyani was the King’s elder sister
and, like him, has been described as a ‘guiding light’ to the nation, thanks to her
many and varied valuable contributions to public life. During this mourning
period, flags have been at half mast, memorials have been set up in many public
places, and we have been encouraged to wear only black or white. It may be
several more months before the final funeral rites are held, as a special funeral
pyre has to be built, costing upwards of 200 million baht (£3.1 million!).

Coming to terms with loss takes time, and perhaps the rather more prolonged,
drawn out funeral rites which are the custom here are a reflection of that,
allowing people more time to come to terms with the suddenness and shock.
However, as the 100 day period draws nearer to its close, we will have the joy of
celebrating Easter — a reminder that mourning is not the end of the story, but
that in Christ’s risen life there is victory - even over death itself!

We sang about this in church last Sunday, using lyrics taken from an ancient

promise I will turn their mourning into gladness; I will give them comfort and joy
instead of sorrow (Jeremiah 31:13). The song had a particular poignancy for us
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