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Vicar’s Report

I am writing this report, just after the death of my
mother, so I am sure you will understand if it is not as
detailed and coherent as normal.

Tricia and I would like to thank everybody for their love
and prayers over the past year. Twelve months ago we
were very concerned about our granddaughter, Melissa,
who is now thriving and may have her tracheostomy tube
removed in about three months time. Mum had been
terminally ill since November, and the last month of her
life was difficult. We thank you for your understanding
when we have had to withdraw from services and
meetings at the last minute.

To get down to business:

We have had a better year at Christ Church. Numbers
attending services have stopped declining; and are
creeping up on occasions.

Christine Butcher, our evangelist, has arrived and has
settled in well; starting a number of new ventures; with
more in the pipeline. But, please remember, Christine
CANNOT do it ALL. She needs your help, encouragement and prayers. I am grateful to those who
have helped her with the early events she has organised.

The Prayer Visiting last summer relied on just a few people. We plan to re-launch it with Christine
at the helm this summer. We need more helpers. Watch out for details.

Fun@4 shows signs of growth.
We congratulate the Ladies Evening on their 50th birthday.

Our finances are still in poor shape. A recession is not the best time to seek more giving, but
please review your giving prayerfully; and plan to give more if you are able.

2009 should see the long awaited work on the Bower Room, kitchen and toilets. This will be good;
with baby changing facilities for the first time. This area of our building is likely to be closed off for
about three months; so some disruption to our activities will be inevitable.

Our outreach will continue apace — led by Christine — and your support will be vital.
Christ Church is a praying church with very active prayer chains; and other opportunities for
prayer; so please keep praying.
Great things are going to happen in God’s good time.
Rev’d Kerry Emmett, Priest-in-Charge
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Parish Evangelist

Photo © Clive Raéiﬁ

After my commissioning on 30th November and 'starting work proper' on 1st December 2008,
most of my time seems to have been taken up with getting to know the people and location of
Mountsorrel, learning about the churches and integrating into the church family.

I thank everyone at Christ Church for their welcome, friendliness and support to both myself and
Mick, who is, as you may have gathered, a partner with me in my ministry.

Cheery Bags

Since starting, the ministry of 'Cheery Bags' has begun. This is a work for the whole church as we
reach out to those going through difficult times, both in the church and in the wider community and
neighbourhood. We have had good feedback from many of those who have received a Cheery Bag,
and I do encourage everyone to continue donating items and passing out Cheery Bags to those we
know and hear about.

School

I go into school to help with the Foundation stage classes on Thursday afternoons. I work with
small groups of children extending the 'Seal' part of the curriculum which encourages children in
their personal/social development. I have recently talked in a key stage one assembly and am now
on the rota to do this on a regular basis. I attend 8am fortnightly prayers with staff and Church
members and I have started a monthly Monday morning prayer group for parents/carers and
interested church members to pray for the needs of pupils and their families that belong to the
school. The aim is to build positive links with Christ Church & St. Peters School staff, pupils and
families with the hope of sharing the love of Jesus and the Gospel message.

Marriage Preparation Course

In February we held our first Marriage Preparation Course in the Bower Room. Mick and I joined
in partnership with Helen and Peter to host the five week course. Three couples attended. They
enjoyed a lovely candlelit dinner, and good practical teaching about relationships and the Love of
Jesus, through our witness to them. We had very positive feedback and plan to run the course again.
Please pray for the couples and their marriages, and that the seeds of the Gospel planted will bear
fruit.

Start Course

At the time of writing we are two weeks into a six week basic Christianity course. It is the first
time we have presented this particular course and it seems to be received well. ~We are
simultaneously running an afternoon AND an evening group. The 'take up' for attending has not
been great, but this has given us space to familiarise with the content and presentation for the future.
We are assisted in leading the course by Mary, Joe and Heather. I am considering how to take this
course on into the future and how best to use and present it. It seems to work with smaller numbers
and in a more informal environment.

Proclaiming The Gospel

I have been invited to address a few meetings since joining the churches and look forward to
extending this further. When speaking, part of my call is always to include the Gospel and give an
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opportunity for people to respond. I am happy to give my testimony and talk about my role as
Evangelist. I also have a desire to encourage people in their personal journey of discipleship and I
am willing to offer courses and talks to promote this.

The Future

God willing, I aim to run an Alpha Course in the autumn of 2009. This will take a big commitment
from the churches and I ask you to pray and consider being part of the team. Not all the roles are
'up front' or glamorous - we will need caterers and servers, people to help set up and pack away, a
prayer team etc. And a churchload of enthusiasm and encouragement are a must have.

There are so many things we could do and consider but we need the Lord's leading; and we need
to go forward together as a team/body. As an evangelist, I have a specific role but can only fulfil this
as PART of what the whole church is called to and is WILLING to do. The Christian Church life is
exciting, challenging and an adventure and I look forward to the journey we have together to further
the Kingdom.

Christine Butcher

Akeley East Deanery Synod

The February 2008 Synod

The Synod received reports on the November 2007 Diocesan Synod and the January 2008
Diocesan Synod.

The reports covered a presentation on the new Samworth Academy which takes pupils from 3 to
16 years of age, the implication of a strategy of qualified Youth Workers for the Diocese, the motion
to make fuller use of the Diocesan Retreat Houses and the development of the immediate area
around the Cathedral. This latter is possible through the purchase of the vacant Leicester Grammar
School building in which to develop a Cathedral Centre as well as using the area in front of the
Cathedral and between the Cathedral and the old grammar school to create a “Cathedral Square”.

The Synod also heard a talk on ‘Ride and stride’, a talk from the Revd Malcolm Lambert and the
Revd Ruth Lambert on their proposed Mission Companion with USPG in South America and a
presentation from S.O.A.R. on their work.

The June 2008 Synod

There was a short meeting of the House of Laity where various officers and representatives were
elected.

The evening continued with a FEucharist to inaugurate the new Deanery Synod of 2008-2011 in
which Canon David Newman officiated and the Archdeacon of Loughborough the Venable Paul
Hackwood preached.

The November 2008 Synod

The Synod received a presentation from the Revd ] Whittaker on the Emmaus Roadshow which is
a project run by a charity with the objective of relaying an account of Christianity to schoolchildren
in an imaginative way. The project was held at Humphrey Perkins School in Barrow-upon-Soar and
was funded by a grant from the Diocesan Mission Fund and local churches.

The Bishop of Leicester, The Right Revd Bishop Tim Stevens, spoke on the season of Advent,
gave reflections on some of the ongoing changes throughout the year, namely Youth Work, Mission
Partnerships, the Diocesan Centre for Mission Outreach, St. Philips Centre which has a national
award for working with other faiths, Diocesan Leadership Programme for clergy, Confidence in the
growth of the Spiritual Diocese and expectation of God’s activity.

The Bishop then opened the floor for questions. The Synod had a talk on Reader Ministry by the
Diocesan Warden for Readers who explained the role of the Reader in the Diocese and listed some
of the duties they perform. The Warden then recommended the Fresh Expressions Course for
people exploring the possibility of Reader Ministry. Brian Allard
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Church Electoral Roll

The Electoral Roll has been revised. The
number of persons on the 2008 Roll was 34.

Beatty Jordan has died, Jean and John
Maltby have moved to Rothley.

Four new names have been added; Heather
Parkinson, Christine and Michael Butcher and
Betty Lewin. The number of persons on the
Electoral Roll for 2009 will be 35.

Sadly, since the revision closed Gladys Brunt
has died

Ray Chamberlain,
Electoral Roll Officer

Treasurer’s Report

For the third year running Christ Church has
been unable to pay the full amount of their
Parish Share. The shortfall for 2008 is £9,645,
when this is added to the previous two years
underpayment the total Parish Share arrears
amount to £23,063. As ever we are grateful to
the Church of England Fund for grants
totalling £12,063.93, which has enabled the
PCC to apply the majority of their income to
paying the Parish Share.

This year we were able to send £863.59 to
CMS for Gail our Link Mission Partner in
Thailand, this is an increase of £113 compared
to last year when we had to take a small
amount out of general funds to make up our
goal of £750.

The balance in the account with the Central
Board of Finance, where the proceeds of the
sale of Church House are deposited, now
stands at [£78,083.88; this amount includes
interest for the year of [4,168.51. The
account holding the Church House Funds is
held by the Leicester Diocesan Board of
Finance as Custodial Trustee and is not shown
in our annual accounts.

Val Doyle

Wardens’ Report
Church buildings

The church is generally in sound condition
although parts of it are beginning to look
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shabby. The flaking paint work continues to
flake

Externally there is still moss on the
stonework and the Bower Room windows still
need a coat of paint.

The lych-gate has been repaired but the
builder used machine cut slates. As Christ
Church is a listed building in a conservation
area we were eligible for grants but the slates
used are not acceptable to the funding
authorities.

We are still waiting for the builder to replace
the erroneous slates.

The proposed extension to the Bower Room
kitchen and improved toilet facilities had a
minor planning hick-up when the officer at
Charnwood left and the replacement officer
was more sympathetic to what we wanted.
Now the revision has been approved for
planning permission by Charnwood Borough
Council and the Diocesan  Advisory
Committee. We hope that this time we shall
be able to proceed.

The removal of a holly tree and reduction of
the hedge adjacent to the grave-yard has made
the drive to the Bower Room much lighter
and less intimidating.

The tests on the electrical services at the
tower end resulted in permission to use the
sockets at the tower end provided that a plug-
in RCB unit is used for added protection. The
long term solution will require replacement of
the cable from the vestry to the tower and a
replacement fuse-box in the tower. It is
hoped that the Mountsorrel Church of
England Fund will finance this work.

Legacy

A great deal of effort has gone into
recovering the legacy left to the church by our
former member Mr. Frank Bodycote and it is
a great relief to be able to report that the
inheritance is now safe with our stockbroker
and we have recovered most of the cash due
to us. Some will have to be used to pay the
legal costs.

Edmund Stacey and Peter Hodson
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Mission Partnership
A Love That Will Grow

We are now one of the ten partners in FEast
Akeley South mission Partnership. The other
partners  are  Mountsorrel  St.Peter’s,
Wymeswold St Mary, Walton-on-the-Wolds St
Mary, Prestwold St Andrew, Barrow-upon-
Soar Holy Trinity, Quorn St Bartholomew,
Swithland St Leonard, Woodhouse Eaves St
Paul and Woodhouse St Mary, including the
Methodist Local Ecumenical Partners of
Quorn and Wymeswold.

On 19th July 2008 we had a church crawl
where we visited all ten churches in the
partnership and at each church Roger Willson
gave a brief history of it.

Then on 15th October 2008 we had a
launch service at Welbeck Defence Sixth
Form College. At the launch service, which
was supported by about 150 people, the
Archdeacon of Loughborough, the Ven Paul
Hackwood, gave an address. St.Peter’s choir
took part as did Christ Church Movement in
Worship Group. Each benefice gave a short
talk about what it has to offer the partnership.
A collage was put together representing the
linked hands of all the partnership in a
prayerful attitude surmounted by the flames of
the Holy Spirit. After the service we enjoyed a
hot buffet and then a tour of the college.

Future plans are to produce a prayer card
having an image of the collage on the front
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and a prayer on the reverse, with space for the
individual to add their own prayer.

St Bartholomew’s Church, Quorn are
offering a course on ‘Christian Listening’ and
Barrow-upon-Soar is offering a Mission
Shaped Intro course on ‘Changing Minds,
Changing Church’; flyers are available in
church. Swithland, Woodhouse Eaves and
Woodhouse are involved with the Walk
National Forest mission in September 2009.

Peter Hodson
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Journey of Prayer for
Mountsorrel

Saturday 14th March 2009, 10:30am to
4:00pm.

Seven stops were set up around the church.

Stop 1 — Starting out

This was an opportunity to sit quietly and
prepare ourselves to come before God in
prayer.

Stop 2 — Touching the Cross

People could draw round their hand, write
prayers then stick them onto a large paper
cross. This gave an opportunity to bring
specific requests to God.

Stop3 — Up our street

A large map of Mountsorrel was displayed.
People were asked to choose a street and
highlight it, take a prayer card and commit to
pray regularly for that street. The map is now
at the back of church. Many streets still need

prayer.
Stop 4 — Workforce

This was an opportunity to pray for the
people who serve us in our community. It
was also a challenge for us to bring others in
our community to Jesus.

Stop 5 — Community Centre

Images of places where people meet were
displayed; eg shops, churches, leisure places
etc; giving an opportunity to pray for these
places and the people who use them.
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Stop 6 — Me, Myself and I

This was an opportunity to reflect that God
loves us just as we are. We were challenged to
commit ourselves to him. As a sign of
willingness we were invited to draw round our
feet and then place the cut out feet in a trail
towards the Cross at stop 7.

Stop7-1AM

We were challenged to think about all that
Jesus has done for us; and to consider our
response to Him. See photo on the front
cover

SR
ol
1P -4

This opportunity for quiet meditation and
reflection was appreciated by the people who
made this journey.

We must continue to hold Mountsorrel in
our prayers and look outward to our
community.

Thanks go to Christine and Mick Butcher,
Peter and Helen Hodson and Rose Uff, who
put the event together.
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What we did in 2008

Again we thank Kerry and Tricia for hosting a
New Year party at the vicarage. It was a most
enjoyable evening.

March of Witnhess 2008

This was an ecumenical event on the 16"
March. On Palm Sunday we marched from
St. Petet’s Church to the Methodist Church.

e, - ; 2;

Open Air Service 2008

This was an ecumenical service on The Green
on 29" June.

nfortunately it started to rain eail uing
the talk and the service was abandoned.
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Pet Service

On the 17™ August 2008 we held our first Pet
Service.

United Services 2009

At the following services we unite with St
Peter’s Church, the Methodist and Baptist
Churches of Mountsorrel.

5 April 2009, Palm Sunday walk from the
Methodist to St.Peter’s with a Bring and Share
lunch at SP. Meet at the Methodist at 9:45am;
the service at St.Peter’s is at 10:30am

31 May 3pm Pentecost on The Green
30 August, Christ Church 11:00am
29 November, Advent at the Baptist 10:45am

Prayer Life

Prayer Chain

It has been a busy year for the Prayer Chain.
We have seen wonderful answers to prayer
including miracles of God’s love.

Thank you to all who have been so faithful

in prayer. We would welcome new members
from Christ Church and St Peter’s.

Julie and Janet

House Group, Mary

We continue to meet on a fortnightly basis,
usually at Peter and Helen’s home. We have
studied quite a few Cover to Cover books and
at the present are studying Hosea (not for the
faint hearted) which gives a good insight into
God’s love for his people and how much we
can hurt Him.

Ray, Mary, Peter, Helen and Veronica
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House Group meeting at Maureen
Pegg’s home

We continue to meet monthly on a date that
fits in well for all or most of us, but always on
a Thursday 7.30pm-9.30pm. We welcome
new members at any time. We enjoy
refreshments, sharing our joys and sorrows,
supporting one another in prayer and practical
ways when appropriate. At present we are
working through a series of tapes given by
evangelist J.John on the 10 commandments.
The material is very stimulating and
challenging (and entertaining!) After the tape
we discuss the material; and how it fits into
our everyday living.

Dorothy Moran

Young Church
First Steps

We continue to meet weekly in the Bower
Room. For most of the year we have had
about four adults and ten children, the
regulars come every week, come rain or shine,
others a bit hit and miss, but we praise and
thank the Lord for each adult and child, and
for the opportunity to share God’s love with
them.

It is especially good that most of the
children are now old enough to sit and listen
to the bible story, and I have started to teach
them the Butterfly Song. It is so good to see
them come as little babies and sadly to see
them leave for playgroup or school. Sallie is
invaluable, with her input to the art and craft
activities (because it certainly isn’t my gift).

We have such a short time with the children
and parent/carers, but God is faithful, and has
been over the many years. Recently we have
lost some to playgroup, and moving away, but
we leave it in the Lord’s hands, for what He
wants.

Mary and Sallie

Other Church Groups

Ladies’ Evening

Fifty years ago on 24th April 1959, a group
called “‘Young Wives’ was started at Christ
Church. The meeting was held in Church
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House, which is now the Library and Learning
Centre, on The Green.

The committee were: Mrs Hopkins, Mrs
Hopcroft, Mrs Holmes and Mrs Allen. The
leader was Mrs Mellor, the secretary Mrs
Watterson and the treasurer Mrs Daly.

We have a full set of minutes of committee
meetings from the start and it is interesting to
see that occasionally they joined with the
ladies at St.Peter’s for example ‘A Gas
Demonstration’. St.Peter’s was then a
separate benefice.

It would appear that the name ‘Young
Wives” was changed to ‘Ladies Evening’ in
1970. I expect everyone was getting older and
of course this would be more inclusive. The
format of the meetings seems to have been
similar to those of today and we praise God
for His faithfulness to us as a group over so
many years.

This past year we have had an interesting
and varied programme. We have been pleased
to welcome some new ladies and we are now
joining in more activities with the Men’s
Fellowship.

We continue to support Nevenka in Bulgaria
by funds each year which enables her to have
warmth and electricity over the very severe
winters they have over there.

We are very indebted and grateful to
Margaret Hampson who faithfully distributes
eggs from Happy Hens Farm to her
customers; this ministry boosts our funds
considerably. Thank you Margaret!

To mark our 50th birthday we are hoping to
have an evening meal at Launde Abbey in July.

If you would like to join our meetings at any
time please do, you will be warmly welcomed.

Rose Uff.

Women'’s World Day of Prayer

This year the WMDP was held at the
Methodist Church when over forty of us
joined through prayer with the women of
Papua New Guinea and with groups all over
the world. We were pleased to welcome a
group of ladies from the churches in Quorn
and Knightthorpe. The subject of the service
was “In Christ we are many members, yet one
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body”, and we each placed our names within
the outline of a large gingerbread man shape.
We also enjoyed gingerbread men biscuits
with our cups of teal Christine Butcher gave
the talk and spoke about each one of us being
able to bring different gifts and our own
individuality to form the body of the church
of which we are all part through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Rose Uff

Flowers

Thank you to everyone who has arranged or
provided flowers for the Lord’s Table over the
past year. Flowers are a wonderful part of
God’s creation and cheer us up on many
occasions. They make a big difference to the
feeling of welcoming in our church and if you
have not already signed up to this ministry on
the list at the back of church then please do,
there are still spaces!

Rose Uff.

Tuesday Music Group

The group presently consists of Joe (lead
vocals) Dorothy (piano and vocals), Ray
(guitar and vocals) Mary C and Toni Clarkson
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(vocals). It was sad that Mary Lovett had to
pull out due to health problems but we hope
that she will return when she feels up to it.
The Tuesday Music Group has enjoyed
another good year. We are continually pleased
to be involved with special services for Easter
and Christmas as well as singing during the
anointing section of the Healing and
Wholeness services and occasionally during
Communion.

We appreciate any comments or feedback,
as this is an encouragement to us. We know
that the singing before the service is welcome
and enjoyed, especially since the song
numbers are now printed on the service sheet
and the congregation have an opportunity to
join in with us. This is also a time when we
can occasionally introduce new songs into
services.

For those who may be wondering, the
Tuesday Music Group choose the pre-service
songs and those that may be used during H &
W or Holy Communion (when invited to do
so), the church leadership provides the main
service songs.

If you have an interest in singing or can play
an instrument and you would like to give your
talents a bit of exercise, please speak to either
Dorothy or Joe.

Joe Hampson

Men’s Fellowship

You may remember from last years report
that we were having a speaker on the 14th
April  from the Carpenters Arms in
Loughborough. We did and this was a very
informative meeting in which our speaker
Dettie Wallington explained the work that the
Carpenters Arms were doing. Sadly, we were
told that there was a problem with the running
of the charity and that it would soon have to
close. Later communications explained that
the work was continuing but in a different
direction to how it did before.

In our May meeting Noel Wakelin came to
speak about Mountsorrel and in particular,
‘pubs and shops since about 1950’. This was
an eye opener for most of us, to learn of the
many pubs and shops that had been and gone.

- Annual Report — March 2009



5, '# 5 F 8
( C % .
# 4
"L 5 # #
8 % 5 %
L ( % ##
S ( (8. ( (
, 8 - . .
( # %
B % :
( 5 #
% %
5 (
# 5, F( %6
# # : % #
5 39
%
 H# # ( 5
# 5 ; M =$S
- 8 ( ( %>
M$ ( (
(
( v 4 5 . ( o 5
C %G %G % - (. 5, (. #
+ G2 G/ / 95
% 5 5 ;
(% ( A H (;
. #
( % . A
5 # 5 #
9 5.
@ # (
'$ Y, 9) >8 %
5 8 , 5. 8
' E 85 5. #g 8 ((5
% % 5
S. - =
4 (8 . #5 74 >
555 ( G 5 5
( % 5..5 = 9 . o 3
> " , (
5.
# 8 %8 5 5 5.
( ’
( % 5 F
5. 5 5 (

6+



